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Executive Summary  
The 2023 Capital Request from the Village of Magnetic Springs proposes the 

development of a new community park. Addressing the demographic shift towards an 

aging population and the lack of recreational facilities for young families, this project 

aims to enhance community well-being and attract new residents. The proposal 

includes a detailed budget breakdown, highlighting village contributions and external 

funding sources. Key sections cover demographic trends, income levels, maintenance 

plans, and partnerships. Emphasizing the benefits of this community initiative, the 

document seeks support for creating a vibrant, inclusive recreational space. 
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Project Overview 

Why does Magnetic Springs need a park? 

The village of Magnetic Springs needs a community park for its residents. With a 

population of less than 300, Magnetic Springs is a small rural village with limited 

amenities. Currently, there are no public parks or recreational spaces in the village. 

This lack of green space and recreational areas negatively impacts the quality of life for 

Magnetic Springs residents.  

 

Additionally, the village demographics skew older, with a need to attract more young 

families. Parks and recreational spaces are important for young families when choosing 

a place to live. By investing in a new community park, Magnetic Springs can provide an 

essential space for residents to gather, exercise, and enjoy nature. This would greatly 

benefit the physical and mental wellbeing of all residents. 

 

With no capital budget to construct a park on its own, Magnetic Springs is seeking 

grant funding to make this important community investment. A new park would fill a 

void and provide recreational opportunities for villagers of all ages. This proposal 

outlines the need and plans for a new community park that will greatly enrich life in 

Magnetic Springs. 
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Demographics 

Age 

The demographics of Magnetic Springs reveal an aging population in need of more 

young families. According to the latest census1, 34% of residents are over the age of 

65, with 21 aged 65-69 and 31 aged 60-64. At the other end of the spectrum, only 12% 

of the population is under 18 years old. There are 21 children under 5 years old and 14 

children between 5-9 years old. 

 

These numbers showcase the need to attract young families with children to Magnetic 

Springs in order to establish a multi-generational community. While the older 

population requires amenities, the lack of families explains the urgent need for new 

recreational spaces suitable for children and teens. A community park would provide a 

gathering place for residents of all ages and serve as an incentive for young families to 

move to the village. 

 

 
Table 1 – 5-year age groups from 2020 United States Census for the Village of Magnetic Springs 



 

 

5 

 

 
Table 2 – larger age brackets demonstrating the high percent of aging population for the Village of Magnetic 

Springs 

 

Income 

The income levels in Magnetic Springs also showcase the need for grant funding to 

construct a new park. Census data2 shows that 12% of households earn less than 

$10,000 annually. A further 13% earn between $15,000-$24,999. With 25% of the 

village earning less than $25,000 per year, there is very limited individual income to 

contribute to a park. Additionally, 36% earn between $75,000-$99,999 which provides 

some discretionary income but not enough to fully fund a park build. With only 6% of 

households earning over $100,000, and a limited annual revenue stream, Magnetic 

Springs requires financial assistance to make a community park a reality.  

   As a small rural village, Magnetic Springs faces real challenges from higher rates of 

poverty and more limited access to healthcare and health resources than suburban or 

urban areas. Nearly 25% of households subsist on less than $25,000 per year. This 

economic hardship fuels disparities like lower lifespans and higher obesity rates seen 

across rural communities nationwide. However, studies show access to free outdoor 

                                                

 
1 U.S. Census Bureau. "PROFILE OF GENERAL POPULATION AND HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS." 

Decennial Census, DEC Demographic Profile, Table DP1, 2020, 

https://data.census.gov/table/DECENNIALDP2020.DP1?g=160XX00US3946830&d=DEC+Demogra

phic+Profile. Accessed on November 12, 2023. 

 
2 Ibid. 
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recreation and activity spaces helps narrow some of these gaping rural/urban health 

splits. A community park promotes exercise, stress relief, and nutrition education to 

the exact vulnerable demographic groups overrepresented here. While constrained in 

budget, Magnetic Springs is rich in local pride and spirit. This park transforms 

patchwork funding into unified public good to uplift residents for generations. 

Investing in rural vitality via accessible, inclusive greenspace shrinks inequality 

wherever it takes root. 

 

 
Table 3 – Income brackets from 2020 United States Census for the Village of Magnetic Springs 
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Budget Limitations 

While enthusiastic about the proposed park, Magnetic Springs has budget limitations 

constraining the village’s ability to fully self-fund this project without assistance. 

However, the Village is proud to contribute to ongoing success by: 

 

• Donating land within the Village for the park 

• Providing $5k in annual maintenance funding3 for upkeep expenses 

• Pursuing collaborations with trade schools4 for cost-saving design and construction 

• Organizing community volunteers to help provide amenities over time5 

 

  However, capital expenditures for core infrastructure and builds are still beyond current 

means. It is imperative that Magnetic Springs secures capital grant funding from 

government and foundation sources as the primary revenue vehicle to fund construction 

and make this park a physical reality. 

 

  The Village understands the enormous benefits this space would provide - from health 

and wellness improvements to community enrichment and beyond. We maintain strong 

willingness to support and sustain the park for the long run. Though unable to fully self-

finance outright, obtaining capital fully funds the project and gives this underserved 

community the public greenspace it deserves but cannot afford unassisted. Supporting 

rural quality of life and access to recreation should be an investment priority; this 

funding transforms good intention into lasting community impact. 

                                                

 
3 Estimate provided by current maintenance costs through North Union Local School District 
4 North Union Local School District, specifically Tri-Rivers Career Center in Marion, OH has requested for their students 
to participate in the design and construction phases as part of their school curriculum. 
5 A village resident, who has volunteered to assist with ongoing maintenance, community beautification, and 
landscaping, currently teaches programs at Tolles Career Center about “trees, turf, wild flowers, soils, and just about 
anything pertaining to park maintenance, design, and build” 
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Table 4 – Annual General Fund revenue for the Village of Magnetic Springs 

 
Table 5 – Annual General Fund expenditures for the Village of Magnetic Springs 
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When the village revenues are compared to expenditures, it becomes even clearer that 

outside funding is imperative for a park. In most years, Magnetic Springs spends nearly 

as much as it takes in. With such tight annual budgets, and no room to cut costs further 

or raise revenue substantially, there is no fiscal option for the village to self-fund a park. 

This comparison of inconsistent revenues versus fixed costs undoubtedly proves that 

Magnetic Springs needs capital funding assistance to construct the public park that 

would greatly benefit its residents. The village simply does not have the budgetary 

means to dedicate funds towards completing such a major community project on its 

own. 

 

Community 

A new community park would provide immense benefits for the health, social 

connection, and quality of life of Magnetic Springs residents.

 
 

Currently, there are no public spaces for villagers to gather, exercise, and enjoy nature. A 

park would provide free and accessible recreation right in town. Studies show that 

access to parks increases physical activity for all ages. The walking trails and open 

greenspaces would allow residents to exercise, play sports, and enjoy fresh air. This is 

especially beneficial for senior citizens and families looking for safe spaces to be active. 

 

In addition, a park creates a central place for community gathering and socializing. The 

picnic pavilion, farmer’s market area, and open lawns give opportunities for village 
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events, classes, markets, and other programming that brings people together. Parks 

strengthen social ties between neighbors and build a sense of community pride and 

spirit. 

 

Parks also provide mental health benefits and stress relief from time spent in nature. 

Spending time outdoors and taking in views of trees, flowers, and greenery has 

measurable positive impacts on mental wellbeing. With limited green space currently, a 

park would allow all villagers to reap these advantages. 

 

Finally, a park improves the overall quality of life and makes Magnetic Springs a more 

attractive place to live. Parks increase property values and make villages more appealing, 

especially for young families. With updated amenities, community activities, and natural 

beauty, the park would enrich daily life for all. 

 

 
 

Village residents are already excited about having a new park area to share. One resident 

sent the following communication in support of the project: 

 

“Professionally I teach a program at Tolles Career Center where I work with trees, turf, 

wild flowers, soils and just about anything pertaining to park maintenance, design and to 

some extent, build.  Prior to teaching, I spent 30 years in the green industry. I am a 
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graduate of OSU College of Agriculture and I have picked up additional education during 

my 40 years of outdoor experience. 

 

If you need help with plant recommendations, agronomic or horticulture practices, I am 

happy to help. 

 

I am also happy to help with park maintenance.  <Name redacted> and I were 

responsible for community beautification for several years when we lived in the 

Strawberry Farms area in north Columbus. I have been involved in park trail projects, 

many Eagle Scout outdoor projects, maintenance of common areas, and landscape 

renovations. 

   

I believe in Magnetic Springs and I like living here.  I want to do what I can to make this 

an even better place for families and one thing I can do is help with a new park if you 

need help with planning, installation and maintenance.” 

 
The local library in neighboring Richwood, OH, has requested the opportunity to add a 

book drop into the Village. This park would be the perfect place to add in community 

ties like this to bring people and towns together. 

 

Magnetic Springs, Leesburg Township, and the city of Richwood are currently actively 

engaged together in the North Union Active Transportation Plan project planning. 

Active transportation is any self-propelled, human-powered mode of transportation, 

such as walking or bicycling. 

 

Maintenance Fund and Community Engagement 

 

To ensure the long-term care of the Magnetic Springs Community Park, a dedicated 

Maintenance Fund will be established. This fund will be supported by allocating a small 

portion of the village's annual budget, supplemented by community-led fundraising 

initiatives. 
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In addition to financial resources, the park's upkeep will heavily rely on community 

engagement. A Volunteer Program will be introduced, inviting residents to participate 

in regular maintenance activities like landscaping, cleaning, and minor repairs. This 

program will not only aid in reducing maintenance costs but also promote a sense of 

pride and ownership among villagers. Regular workshops and appreciation events will 

be organized to train and thank volunteers, ensuring sustained community 

involvement. 

 

Feedback Mechanisms, and Improvement Plans 

 

A crucial aspect of the maintenance plan is the establishment of a feedback 

mechanism. This will allow residents to report any issues and suggest improvements, 

ensuring the park evolves according to community needs. Additionally, a long-term 

improvement plan, updated every five years, will outline potential upgrades and 

expansions. This plan will be informed by regular assessments of park usage, 

community feedback, and emerging recreational trends, ensuring the park remains a 

vibrant and relevant space for all residents. 
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Project Summary 
Project Description 

The proposed 4-acre community park for Magnetic Springs will include the following 

features to serve residents of all ages: 

 

Donation of Land: The village has acquired a 4-acre plot of land from the School Board of 

the North Union School District. This spacious property along a main roadway is ideally 

suited for a new park.  

 

Walking Path: A paved walking path around the park will provide an ideal space for daily 

exercise and outdoor recreation. The path will create a safe space for walking and biking 

off the busy main roads. The funding for the path will be part of the “first-in” capital 

request. 

 

Picnic Pavilion: A covered pavilion with picnic tables and grills will accommodate group 

gatherings, community events, and outdoor recreation opportunities. Partnering with 

local trade schools will defray construction costs; the capital request will include the costs 

of materials. 

 

Parking Lot: A small gravel parking lot will provide safe and convenient access for visitors.  

 

Sewer Lines: In 2024, construction will begin on a sewer line connecting Magnetic Springs 

with the sewage facilities in Richwood, 4 miles north of the village. Now would be the 

most cost-effective time to run lines onto the park property for a restroom facility and 

drinking fountains to be used by park visitors and by resting bicyclists. 

 

Future Farmer's Market: With community interest, a section of the park can host a weekly 

farmer's market for local vendors. 
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Safe Sidewalk: A planned sidewalk along the state route will connect the park to make it 

accessible for residents to safely walk from the village. These costs will be included as part 

of the sewer line project; no capital dollars are being requested to complete this phase. 

 

 
Figure 1 – proposed layout of 4-acre park property 

 
Figure 2 – wide angle view of proposed park property 
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Figure 3 & 4 – wide angle views of proposed park property 

 

Project Partners 

• Village of Magnetic Springs Town Council 

• Union County Health Department 

• City of Marysville 

• Union County Engineers 

• Union County Chamber of Commerce  

• The Office of State Representative Tracy Richardson 
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• North Union Local School District 

• Leesburg Township Trustees 
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Project Users 

The new community park will provide recreational benefits to residents across Magnetic 

Springs and the surrounding region. Locally, the pavilion, walking path, and picnic area 

will give villagers of all ages much needed access to outdoor activities and community 

gathering spaces. With limited amenities currently, this park will greatly improve quality 

of life. 

 

The proposed community park would be tremendously impactful for Magnetic Springs 

families with young children. Currently, with no public parks or recreation spaces, parents 

have no place to take their kids to play, exercise, and make friends. The census data 

shows 33 children under age 10 living in the village, making up 12% of the population. A 

park helps attract more young families to the area, providing their children with play 

areas for gross motor activities, trails for learning to ride bikes, and open space to run 

freely. Parks also enable parents to connect with other caregivers for friendship and 

support, and studies show access to nature enhances cognitive development in early 

childhood. This park finally gives the youngest villagers a place to thrive outdoors and 

connect to the community - something lacking today but essential for their growth. 

 

Regional cyclists will take advantage of the bike rest area when passing through town. The 

future farmer's market will support local growers and artisans in bringing goods to the 

village. Nearby towns and rural residents will visit the park for special events in the 

pavilion and to enjoy nature. 
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Figure 5 – green dotted lines from Google Maps showing “bicycle-friendly roads” directly through and on many 

roads surrounding the village 

 

In addition to individual use, the park will also benefit community groups and 

organizations. The walking path will serve programs for seniors, school field trips, and 

community health initiatives. The pavilion provides space for the historical society, 

boy/girl scouts, and cultural celebrations. 

 

By providing diverse recreational amenities, the new park will strengthen social ties and 

wellness for the people of Magnetic Springs and visitors alike. The village currently lacks 

any public open space, so this project fulfills an urgent need. 
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Project Information 
Project Location 

 

1. Proposed park location 

2. Existing ball fields in neighboring 

Leesburg Township 

3. Village Community Center 

4. Village Post Office 

5. United Methodist Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The planned park is located on the 4-acre site of the former Leesburg-Magnetic Springs 
Elementary School between S. Main St. and May St. and connected by Fountain Ave., 
Parcel No: 2100010750000, Magnetic Springs, Union County. 
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Nearby Park Facilities 

 

Project Sponsorship 

The project is being sponsored by the Council of the Village of Magnetic Springs, the 
village in which the park will be located. 

Project Ownership 

The Village of Magnetic Springs will maintain ownership throughout the process, and 

will retain ownership after the project has been completed. 

 

Project Capital Dollars 

To date, the village has not received any funding from the state regarding the park or 
the proposed improvements to the lot. If funded as requested the project would be 
complete and would not require additional funding. However, the Village Council could 
make additional requests in the future for other improvements to the facility as use 
dictates. 

The proposed facility is a public park; there is no expectation of private or not for profit 

involvement in the project. As a park, various not for profit entities may make use of 

the park as any other member of the public. 

 

It is hoped that the development of the site will encourage community activities such 

as the farmers market to be located within the village at the park in the future. 

 

There is not currently, nor is there an expectation, of any federal government 

involvement with the project. 

 

All requested capital dollars will be matched by Village contributions and donations. 
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Project Cost 

• Picnic Pavilion - $55,847 

This includes the supplies for a 48’ x 40’ pavilion and for a concrete pad. The Board of 

Education for North Union Local School District recommended using their students for 

construction, as they are always actively looking for projects their students can 

complete as part of their curriculum. 

• Amenities - $16,323 

Includes outdoor charcoal grills, picnic tables, trash receptacles, a bike rack, several 

benches, and a dog waste disposal station. Recycled materials are used when available; 

when unavailable, low-maintenance and long-lasting materials will be used. 

• Walking Path - $40,376  

Quoted from Union County Engineers office for installing a base 10” deep, followed by 

a double coat of chip seal. Currently awaiting a quote from a private contractor for 

asphalt. 

• Parking Lot - $40,376 

In order to make the park completely usable at the end of the capital funding, a 

parking lot for visitors will be required; the lot will be constructed using the same 

materials as the walking path. 

 

TOTAL CAPITAL REQUEST -  $152,922 

 

Village Contribution  

• Land - $92,000 

The 4-acre plot of land for the park will be donated by the Village to the project. An in-

depth current valuation was performed (and is included at the end of this document) 

by a local realtor. This valuation provided a value for the property of $23,000 per acre, 

or $92,000 for the entire parcel. 

• Labor - $32,500 

The capital request covers the costs for the pavilion materials; the North Union School 

District has offered to include the construction and assembly of the pavilion as a 

project for their students. 
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The assembly and installation of the picnic tables, grills, trash receptacles, bike racks, 

and dog waste stations will be completed through donated labor hours by Village 

residents. 

• Maintenance - $25,000 

Maintenance costs for mowing, weeding, and general upkeep for the property were 

estimated at $5,000 per year by the previous owner of the property, the North Union 

School District. The Village will take over ownership of this maintenance, and this 

proposal includes 5 years of maintenance costs being donated by the Village. 

• Donations - $10,000 

The Village Council feels it is important to contribute monetarily to the project as well 

as through sweat equity, to demonstrate how strongly the Village supports the project. 

Village Council has agreed to contribute $10,000 as a donation to the project funding. 

 

TOTAL VILLAGE CONTRIBUTIONS - $159,500 (51% of total project cost) 
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Community Support 
Letters of Support 
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Project Contact Information 

 

Project Coordinator 

 

Chad Wilson 

Village of Magnetic Springs Council President 

614.806.6025 

cwilson@microcenter.com 

www.MagneticSpringsOH.gov  

 

 

 

  

mailto:cwilson@microcenter.com
http://www.magneticspringsoh.gov/
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Land Fair Market Value 
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